the streets, genuflecting and crossing itself before the shrines of
flaxen-haired Madonnas and votive waxen limbs.
At the Salmaggi opera in Brooklyn, Lucia is being sung to-night. *
Anticipating the event, a dark-haired boy weighing bananas is
whistling the Sextette.
XVI
Looking north from the green and gold cupola of the Grand
Central Terminus, festooned lights scale over rising ground to 62nd
Street, where Park Avenue ends in the sky. From this hill a second
horizon is framed between the parallel silhouettes of distant houses.
Here the white rainbow ends, for beyond lies Harlem, the negro
section of Manhattan. Most of Harlem consists of terrible slums,
overpopulated and ill-lit. Landlords exploit the negro tenants
unjustly and rents are proportionately higher here than in any other
section of New York City. In three square miles, over three hundred
thousand negroes live in squalor, A few wealthy negroes live on
"Sugar Hill", and 144th and 145th Streets, near St. Nicholas Avenue,
boast some elegant apartment houses; but poverty is the key-note
in Harlem.
Some of the grandest Fifth Avenue houses are only a few blocks
away from the "Hot Bed Houses" called Home by coloured workers,
who rent the beds that are let out in three eight-hour shifts throughout
the twenty-four. Many Manhattan negroes do not live in Harlem,
and, though conspicuous, are to be seen in the streets of every part
of the Island; but a white resident in Harlem is a rarity. It is a
specialized district, a negro reservation in a white man's city. Har-
lem, a hundred years ago, was the Haarlem of Dutch settlers, and
only since 1900 have negroes settled in it. It was after the fourth
great race riot in New York City that a few negro families moved
up to Harlem. White families living there at the time reacted with
violent prejudice, attempted in vain to oust the negroes and eventually
moved away, Harlem continued to grow, and the influx of coloured
people from the cotton-field of the South reached enormous propor-
tions after 1910. A move was started after the First World War by
Northern industrialists to import the negroes and exploit them at
low wages, and another influx during the depression of the 'thirties
again increased the population.
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